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B SkinnerCopper&Ehmen

. wealth management-uc’

We Develop Customized Portfolios
And Provide Pro-Active Financial Plans
To Help You Achieve Life Goals!

Come Experience The Difference

Douglas L. Skinner, MBA, CFP°
James D. Copper, CLU, CFP®
Ryan J. Ehmen, CPA, PFS

Melanie K. Lesko
Noah D. Skinner, CFP®

Experienced e¢ Comprehensive e Responsible

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
217.753.4020 ® scewealth.com ® 3000 Professional Dr. ® Springfield

*Registered Investment Advisory Firm
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ARTSCENE
10 QUESTIONS WITH MEREDITH CRIFASI
A LIFE IN MUSIC AND MOTION

pringfield native Meredith
Crifasi is the kind of artist
who refuses to choose just one
path—and excels because of
it.

A classically trained
violinist, pianist, and
vocalist, Crifasi has
been performing
since the age of four,
building a résumé
that spans orchestra
pits, concert
halls, and center
stage in some of
Central Illinois’
most recognized
productions.
From the
- Hoogland Center
for the Arts to
the Springfield
Theatre Centre
and the Millikin

a ) ! Decatur Symphony

Dumbrowski in The Legacy
r production of Grease
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“BIG PROTECTION | BIG SAVINGS

One Simple Account

MONITOR Your Credit | SAFEGUARD Your Identity | PROTECT Your Cellphone

All this and MORE! Stop by, call, or visit with a Banker for complete details.

Restrictions and monthly fee apply; authentication, registration, and activation required.
ii

u c B FDIC
EQUAL HOUSING FDIC
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= Orchestra, her presence is felt both in the
w8\ spotlight and behind the scenes.

ot o

S& 2@ But what makes her story compelling
) isn't just the performance credits—it’s the

~" N 4§ By day, she works as an Environmental
~ Protection Specialist with the State of
[llinois, applying her degree in biochemistry to protect
public health. By night (and often in between), she’s
rehearsing, teaching, performing, and continuing a lifelong
pursuit of musical excellence.

Crifasi’s journey reflects discipline shaped early—years

of competitive performance, intensive music study, and
mentorship under respected instructors—combined with a
mindset grounded in humility and teamwork. As she puts
it, “it takes an orchestra,” a philosophy that guides both her
artistry and her life.

Her story is also one of momentum. From leading roles

like Sandy in Grease to her upcoming debut as Sophie

in Mamma Mia! and stepping into the role of orchestra
conductor for Hairspray, Crifasi continues to expand not just
what she does—but who she is as an artist.

At its core, this is a story about commitment—to craft, to
curiosity, and to a life where science and art don’t compete,
but coexist.

Click through for the full “10 Questions” and discover
the depth behind one of Springfield’s most dynamic
young performers.
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HOME IS MORE THAN A PLACE.

It's your story.

Whether you're buying your first
home or refinancing the one you
already love, we're here to guide
you with confidence and care.

NMLS# 2179360 Loan Ongination Company Identifier: 433956

Josh Johnson

»
HICKORYPOINTBANK.COM H I C KO RY

PO INT BAN K Invested.

3131 West Wabash Ave., Springfield
217.547.7002 =Y EQUAL HOUSING LENDER MEMBER FDIC
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llluminate The Night - Prohibited

Smith Alzheimer’s Center at SIU Medicine
April 17th - President Abraham Lincoln Springfield - DoubleTree by Hilton - Photos by Bill Stokes
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The best orthopedic
care from neck to toe.

Whether you’ve experienced a recent injury or you’re
dealing with chronic pain, it shouldn’t keep you
from enjoying your favorite activities.

With the finest imaging, treatment, and
rehabilitation all under one roof, let our
experienced teams help you move

better so you can live better.
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(217) 547-9100 ORTHOPEDIC

CENTER OF ILLINOIS

OrthoCenterlllinois.com
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DR. CHARLOTTE WARREN

el

fter two decades

of leadership, Dr.
Charlotte Warren
leaves behind a
transformed Lincoln
Land Community
College—one
defined by
expanded
opportunity,
stronger
workforce
connections
and a clear
path forward
for students
at every stage

of life.

Read the full
story —>

Back To

Table of

Contents

hoto by Bill Stokes
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To renovate your home or to pack up
and move - It's a question almost every

homeowner asks at some point.

When your home no longer fits your
family’s needs, it's natural to wonder

what comes next.

It's not always about more space —
sometimes it's about better space.

66

If you love where you live,
renovation might be the
right move.

99

DreamMaker
Bath & Kitchen

Reimagine your home with the experts
at DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen.

(217)529-9300 | 3730 Wabash Ave | DreamMakerSpringfield.com
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20th Annual LLCC Foundation Gala

Lincoln Land Community College - Back to the 70s Gala
April 25, 2026 - Photos by Paul Turner
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2625 Chatham Rd.
Springfield, IL
thecorkscrew.com
217-698-1112

Wines by the glass
on Friday Night

Weekly Saturday
Tastings

Dinners & Classes

Mon 10 AM-7 PM
Tue 10 AM-7 PM
Wed 10 AM-7 PM
Thu 10AM-7 PM
Fri 10 AM-8 PM
Sat 10 AM-7 PM
Sun 12-5 PM
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lllinois Symphony Orchestra

Monte Carlo Night - Gala
April 18, 2026 - Pres. Abe Lincoln Springfield Doubletree by Hilton Hotel - Photos by Javid Rassi
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More ease. BEST

ASSISTED LIVING

More confidence. snes
More you. -

The right Assisted Living support
can open up more room for joy,
comfort and independence.

At EverTrue Concordia Village,
everything starts with you — your
rhythms, your choices, your pace
— 50 the support around you feels
natural and empowering.

More freedom. Less stress.
All shaped by you.

Life according to you™.

SCHEDULE A
PRIVATE TOUR
TODAY!

EverTrueConcordiaVillage.org
217.955.3541

r =
L _l Concordia Village

EVERTRUE

EverTrue Concordia Village is a nonprofit, faith-based Life Plan Community serving older adults.

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Support | Long-Term Care | Short-Stay Rehab
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Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Illinois
April 25, 2026 - Crowne Plaza - Photos Provided by RMHCCI
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Choosing the Right Path

Guiding teenagers—and ourselves—through
education in the age of Al

For generations, the path forward seemed clear: graduate, choose a
college, earn a degree and begin a career.

That model is evolving.

Artificial intelligence is reshaping how work gets done, changing
the skills employers value and creating new opportunities for those
willing to adapt. In this environment, the question is no longer
simply “Where should I go?”

A better question is: “What do I need to learn next—and where is the
best place to learn it?”

Whether you’re a parent helping a teenager take their first step or a
professional looking to stay relevant, the answer begins not with a
school—but with a direction.

Our Guide is simple but important, Click Here.
Back To

Table of
Contents
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Women's Power Luncheon

SIU School of Medicine
May 1, 2026 - President Abraham Lincoln Hotel - Photos by Bill Stokes

Click Here For
More Photos
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Lo

AL

SPRINGFIELD SCENE MAGAZINE - MAY 2026 PAGE 19


https://www.ss-mag.com/online/womens-power-luncheon-strength-grace-and-a-shared-purpose/

“Art has the power

to touch people
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AN EGYPTIAN TOUR

BY KENT GRAY
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- JRETI NG PRESIDENT AND CEO

OF AORIAL HEALTH

IN THE BACKGROUND IS THE

NEWLY RENAMED SPRINGFIELD SCENE M
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CENTER APRIL 2025

TAICHI FUKUMURA

MUSIC DIRECTOR

ILLINOIS SYMPHONY , 10 “SATCH”
ORCHESTRA CORI

CHAIRMAN & CEO
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Springfield Scene Magazine
| Issue No. 2 Volume 21
February 2025

Springfield Scene Magazine
Issue No. 1 Volume 21
January 2025
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