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http://hcfta.org
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Springfield native Meredith 
Crifasi is the kind of artist 

who refuses to choose just one 
path—and excels because of 

it.

A classically trained 
violinist, pianist, and 
vocalist, Crifasi has 
been performing 
since the age of four, 
building a résumé 
that spans orchestra 
pits, concert 
halls, and center 
stage in some of 
Central Illinois’ 
most recognized 
productions. 
From the 
Hoogland Center 
for the Arts to 
the Springfield 
Theatre Centre 
and the Millikin 
Decatur Symphony 

ArtScene 
 10 Questions with Meredith Crifasi  

A Life in Music and Motion

Meredith as Sandy Dumbrowski in The Legacy 
Theater’s 2025 summer production of Grease 
performing “Summer Nights”
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BIG PROTECTION | BIG SAVINGS
One Simple Account

MONITOR Your Credit | SAFEGUARD Your Identity | PROTECT Your Cellphone

All this and MORE! Stop by, call, or visit with a Banker for complete details.
Restrictions and monthly fee apply; authentication, registration, and activation required.  

UCBbank.com

http://ucbbank.com
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Orchestra, her presence is felt both in the 
spotlight and behind the scenes.

But what makes her story compelling 
isn’t just the performance credits—it’s the 
balance.

By day, she works as an Environmental 
Protection Specialist with the State of 

Illinois, applying her degree in biochemistry to protect 
public health. By night (and often in between), she’s 
rehearsing, teaching, performing, and continuing a lifelong 
pursuit of musical excellence.

Crifasi’s journey reflects discipline shaped early—years 
of competitive performance, intensive music study, and 
mentorship under respected instructors—combined with a 
mindset grounded in humility and teamwork. As she puts 
it, “it takes an orchestra,” a philosophy that guides both her 
artistry and her life.

Her story is also one of momentum. From leading roles 
like Sandy in Grease to her upcoming debut as Sophie 
in Mamma Mia! and stepping into the role of orchestra 
conductor for Hairspray, Crifasi continues to expand not just 
what she does—but who she is as an artist.

At its core, this is a story about commitment—to craft, to 
curiosity, and to a life where science and art don’t compete, 
but coexist.

Click through for the full “10 Questions” and discover 
the depth behind one of Springfield’s most dynamic 

young performers.

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/artscene-10-questions-with-meredith-crifasi-a-life-in-music-and-motion/
https://www.ss-mag.com/online/artscene-10-questions-with-meredith-crifasi-a-life-in-music-and-motion/
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http://hickorypointbank.com


PAGE 9SPRINGFIELD SCENE MAGAZINE - MAY 2026

Back To 
Table of  
Contents

Illuminate The Night - Prohibited 
Smith Alzheimer’s Center at SIU Medicine 

April 17th  - President Abraham Lincoln Springfield - DoubleTree by Hilton - Photos by Bill Stokes

Click For More

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/illuminate-the-night-gala-raises-267000-for-alzheimers-care-and-research/
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http://orthocenterillinois.com
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Dr. Charlotte Warren 
 

After two decades 
of leadership, Dr. 

Charlotte Warren 
leaves behind a 
transformed Lincoln 
Land Community 
College—one 
defined by 
expanded 
opportunity, 
stronger 
workforce 
connections 
and a clear 
path forward 
for students 
at every stage 
of life. 
 
Read the full 
story ->

Photo by Bill Stokes

Back To 
Table of  
Contents

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/dr-charlotte-warren-reshaped-llcc/
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To renovate your home or to pack up
and move - It’s a question almost every
homeowner asks at some point. 

When your home no longer fits your
family’s needs, it’s natural to wonder
what comes next.

(217)529-9300  |  3730 Wabash Ave  |  DreamMakerSpringfield.com(217)529-9300  |  3730 Wabash Ave  |  DreamMakerSpringfield.com

Renovate or Relocate?Renovate or Relocate?

It’s not always about more space —
 sometimes it’s about better space.

If you love where you live,
renovation might be the

right move.

Reimagine your home with the experts
at DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen.

https://dreammakerspringfield.com/
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Back To 
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20th Annual LLCC Foundation Gala 
Lincoln Land Community College - Back to the 70s Gala 

April 25, 2026  - Photos by Paul Turner

Back To 
Table of  
Contents

Click For More

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/llcc-foundation-gala-serves-up-opportunity-with-a-70s-twist/
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http://thecorkscrew.com
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Illinois Symphony Orchestra 
Monte Carlo Night - Gala 

April 18, 2026  - Pres. Abe Lincoln Springfield Doubletree by Hilton Hotel - Photos by Javid Rassi

Click  Here For 
More Photos

Back To 
Table of  
Contents

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/illinois-symphony-orchestra-monte-carlo-night-gala/


PAGE 16SPRINGFIELD SCENE MAGAZINE - MAY 2026

https://www.evertrueliving.org/visit-evertrue-concordia-village-ms/?utm_campaign=cvms&utm_source=springfieldscene&utm_medium=print
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Back To 
Table of  
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Click Here For 
More Photos

Red Shoe Gala 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Illinois 

April 25, 2026 - Crowne Plaza - Photos Provided by RMHCCI 

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/red-shoe-gala-celebrates-40-years-of-keeping-families-close/
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Choosing the Right Path in a Changing World
Guiding teenagers—and ourselves—through 

education in the age of AI
For generations, the path forward seemed clear: graduate, choose a 
college, earn a degree and begin a career.

That model is evolving.

Artificial intelligence is reshaping how work gets done, changing 
the skills employers value and creating new opportunities for those 
willing to adapt. In this environment, the question is no longer 
simply “Where should I go?”

A better question is: “What do I need to learn next—and where is the 
best place to learn it?”

Whether you’re a parent helping a teenager take their first step or a 
professional looking to stay relevant, the answer begins not with a 
school—but with a direction.  
 
       Our Guide is simple but important, Click Here.

Back To 
Table of  
Contents

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/?p=26532&preview=true
https://www.ss-mag.com/online/?p=26532&preview=true
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Women’s Power Luncheon 
SIU School of Medicine 

May 1, 2026 - President Abraham Lincoln Hotel - Photos by Bill Stokes

Click Here For 
More Photos

Back To 
Table of  
Contents

https://www.ss-mag.com/online/womens-power-luncheon-strength-grace-and-a-shared-purpose/


PAGE 20SPRINGFIELD SCENE MAGAZINE - MAY 2026

January 2025February 2025March 2025April 2025

May 2025
PAGE 1SPRINGFIELD SCENE MAGAZINE - JUNE 2025

Cathy Sgro Boerke 
 presents  

Linda Apenbrink  
with a 25 Years of  

Service Award

Springfield Scene Magazine 
June 2025
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october 
2025

Debbie Cimarossa Thompson 
Owner & Principal Consultant 

Always On Consulting

October 2025November 2025December 2025

January 2026February 2026March 2026April 2026

https://indd.adobe.com/view/45eeb317-b2d0-4c1d-9e88-1aaea7b01fb7
https://indd.adobe.com/view/f2100bfb-6c82-4ccb-99b2-4430901d26f3
https://indd.adobe.com/view/3f6af890-1ee8-4ad8-860b-af15b1f44fa2
https://indd.adobe.com/view/e51ba47d-424b-407d-b19b-2c56febc2ceb
https://indd.adobe.com/view/19aacb10-e9d4-473d-96ad-d995065b7044
https://indd.adobe.com/view/744b5b18-0612-46f6-b125-52459958c2ef
https://indd.adobe.com/view/cc5c8a5f-543d-44cb-87c4-1353abc90e8d
https://indd.adobe.com/view/86081a59-4639-4e82-a387-d4bfb59bca6b
https://indd.adobe.com/view/408b8eca-95e5-4c3e-931d-6c81eacde8aa
https://indd.adobe.com/view/be531106-368f-41b9-ba77-e41842f60fc6
https://indd.adobe.com/view/d25a68a9-aa26-4a4b-8bb8-7ee6b35a3d6c
https://indd.adobe.com/view/9c3e320b-271e-4dab-b230-610fddd02957
https://indd.adobe.com/view/d7784ced-3154-40c8-bd92-b619485c4966
https://indd.adobe.com/view/32ecf29f-e4a1-4232-a0d9-00d96dd32ee5
https://indd.adobe.com/view/3ed021c4-8dc0-4f7e-80b6-22f72c310d21
https://indd.adobe.com/view/c5acfb68-8d86-499c-992f-7a0da47afc03
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Click Here To Put 
Your Email On Our 

Email List.

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

4 . 1 7 . 2 6
I L L U M I N A T E  T H E  N I G H T :  P R O H I B I T E D

T H E  B E S T  P A R T Y
Y O U  W E R E  N E V E R

M E A N T  T O  F I N D

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW
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